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Lesson Plan: Commenting adverbs

Level Advanced (C1–C2)

Time 60–90 minutes

Skills Vocabulary, writing, speaking

Focus Frankly, curiously, surprisingly, ironically — sentence adverbs for stance

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Use sentence adverbs (commenting adverbs) to convey the writer's or speaker's attitude

• Understand how commenting adverbs differ from manner adverbs

• Use a range of commenting adverbs appropriately in different contexts

• Avoid overuse and choose adverbs that add genuine meaning

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Attitude / stance adverbs

• Frankly, I think this approach will fail.

• Honestly, I had no idea it would turn out this way.

• To be honest, the results were disappointing.

• Personally, I prefer the first option.

Degree of certainty

• Obviously, there are no simple solutions.

• Clearly, further research is needed.

• Undoubtedly, this represents a significant shift.

• Arguably, the risks outweigh the benefits.

Unexpectedness / irony

• Curiously, no one mentioned the missing funds.

• Surprisingly, the product performed better than expected.

• Ironically, the policy designed to reduce inequality increased it.

• Paradoxically, more choice can lead to less satisfaction.

Register

• Commenting adverbs are common in journalism, academic writing, and formal speech.

• Frankly/honestly = more personal; clearly/arguably = more formal.

• Avoid clustering: too many adverbs in a row feels unnatural.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (10 min)
Task: Students respond to 3 surprising facts using commenting adverbs.



• 'Only 10% of ocean species have been identified.' → 'Remarkably, only 10% of ocean species…'

• Collect different adverb choices — discuss their effect.

2. Presentation (15 min)
Task: Categories: attitude, certainty, unexpectedness.

• Distinguish: 'He walked slowly.' (manner) vs. 'Frankly, he was wrong.' (stance).

• Placement: usually at the start of a sentence or after the subject for emphasis.

• Ironically and paradoxically: explain the difference.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Add an appropriate commenting adverb to 8 statements.

• '___, the evidence doesn't support the claim.' → Clearly / Arguably

• '___, the team that trained the least won the championship.' → Surprisingly / Ironically

4. Writing task (25 min)
Task: Write a short opinion piece using at least 6 different commenting adverbs.

• Peer review: does each adverb add real meaning, or is it filler?

5. Discussion (5–10 min)
Task: Which adverbs are overused in journalism? (clearly, obviously, frankly)

• When does 'clearly' become a hedge rather than a certainty marker?

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Rewrite 6 flat statements by adding commenting adverbs to give them stance.

2. Write a short opinion paragraph using 4 commenting adverbs from different categories.

3. Find 10 commenting adverbs in an editorial. Categorise them and explain their effect.
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