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Lesson Plan: Discourse markers in spoken English

Level Advanced (C1-C2)

Time 60—90 minutes

Skills Speaking, listening

Focus Well, right, anyway, | mean, you know, actually — managing conversation flow

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
« Understand the function of spoken discourse markers
« Use discourse markers to manage turn-taking, hedging, and topic shifts
« Distinguish between discourse markers and fillers

« Use a range of discourse markers naturally in extended spoken interaction

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Conversation management
« Right, so let's move on to the next point.

* Anyway, where was |?
¢ As | was saying, the report is due Friday.
* Now, the interesting thing about this is...
Hedging and reformulating
e | mean, what I'm trying to say is...
« Well, it's complicated...
« Actually, | think | was wrong about that.
« In other words, the project has failed.
Giving your turn / taking your turn
* You know, I've been thinking about this a lot.
* Having said that, there are exceptions.
« Mind you, I'm not an expert.
e Come to think of it, she mentioned something similar.
Register
 Discourse markers are more common in spoken English.
« Academic spoken English uses: as | mentioned, to return to my earlier point, indeed.

« Informal: you know, | mean, like, basically, sort of.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (10 min)
Task: Listen to a 2-minute authentic English clip. Students mark every discourse marker they hear.



« Count how many times you know and | mean appear.

2. Presentation (15 min)
Task: Categories: topic management, hedging, turn management.

« Distinguish from fillers: 'um’, 'er' — not discourse markers, just pause fillers.

* Show how native speakers use these to gain time, repair, and organise thought.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Insert appropriate discourse markers into a conversation transcript.

* Where would well, | mean, and anyway fit naturally?

¢ Read aloud: does it sound more natural?

4. Extended speaking task (25 min)
Task: Students give a 2-minute impromptu talk on a topic.

* Requirement: use at least 5 different discourse markers.

« Peer observation: note which markers were used and whether they were appropriate.

5. Reflection (5—-10 min)
Task: Which discourse markers do students already use? Which do they avoid?

« Discuss: can overuse of discourse markers be a problem?

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:
1. Record a 2-minute monologue on a topic of your choice and count the discourse markers you use.
2. Transcribe 3 minutes of an English podcast and mark all discourse markers with their function.

3. Write a 'spoken’ version and a 'written' version of the same paragraph — compare discourse marker use.
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