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Lesson Plan: Fronted adverbials for emphasis and cohesion

Level Advanced (C1-C2)
Time 60-90 minutes
Skills Grammar, writing, speaking

Moving adverbials to sentence-initial position; inversion with place adverbials; discourse

Focus function

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
* Move adverbial phrases to sentence-initial position for emphasis and cohesion
« Understand when fronting requires subject-auxiliary inversion
« Use fronted adverbials to link sentences and improve text flow

« Analyse and replicate the effect of fronting in authentic texts

TARGET LANGUAGE & EXAMPLES

Fronted time and manner adverbials — no inversion
« Gradually, the truth began to emerge. (manner — no inversion)

* By 2025, the situation had changed dramatically. (time — no inversion)
« With great care, she opened the envelope. (manner — no inversion)
Fronted place adverbials — inversion required
¢ In the corner sat an old man. (place — inversion: verb before subject)
« Outside the window stood a crowd of reporters.
« Here comes the solution nobody expected.
* Note: inversion only when place adverbial is fronted AND subject is a noun (not pronoun).
Fronted negative adverbials — inversion required
* Never before had the country faced such uncertainty.
* Only rarely does this pattern occur.
» Not until the report was published did the full extent become clear.
» See also: inversion lesson for full treatment.
Discourse function of fronting
« Links to previous sentence: 'The meeting was tense. From that moment on, everything changed.'
« Signals topic shift: 'On a more positive note, sales have recovered.'

« Creates contrast: 'In the north, conditions were harsh. In the south, life continued normally.’

Meaning & Nuance
Type Inversion? Example

Fronted time adverbial No In 2020, everything changed.



Fronted manner adverbial No Carefully, she removed the lid.

Fronted place adverbial (noun subject) Yes Outside stood a group of protesters.
Fronted negative adverbial Yes Never had she felt so alone.
Fronted conditional adverbial No (usually) In that case, we should reconsider.
Fronted concessive adverbial No Despite this, the project continued.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up: Before or after? (10 min)
Task: Show the same sentence with the adverbial at the end vs. at the front.

 'The situation gradually improved.' vs. 'Gradually, the situation improved.'
- What changes? Discuss the emphasis and the feel of each version.

2. Presentation (20 min)
Task: Three types: time/manner (no inversion), place (inversion), negative (inversion).

« Inversion rule: applies when the subject is a full noun phrase, not a pronoun.

« 'Outside stood the crowd.' (inversion) but NOT 'Outside stood they.' - 'Outside they stood.'

3. Fronting for cohesion task (20 min)
Task: Students rewrite a paragraph by fronting 3 adverbials to improve cohesion.
* Mark each fronted adverbial and identify its function: emphasis, topic link, contrast.

- Peer discuss: does fronting improve the paragraph?

4. Writing task (25 min)
Task: Write a narrative or analytical paragraph where every sentence begins with a fronted adverbial.

« Aim for variety: time, manner, place, concession.

« Peer review: does each fronted element feel motivated? Any inversion errors?

TEACHER NOTES

« The inversion rule for fronted place adverbials is underteught — it appears in C1/C2 reading and production tasks.

 Fronting for cohesion is a discourse skill that goes beyond grammar — it's about how sentences connect.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one or more:
1. Rewrite 6 sentences to front an adverbial and discuss the change in emphasis.
2. Write a short narrative where at least 4 sentences begin with a fronted adverbial.

3. Find 5 examples of fronted adverbials in literary or journalistic writing and explain their function.
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