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Lesson Plan: Fronting and topicalization

Level Advanced (C1–C2)

Time 60–90 minutes

Skills Grammar, writing, speaking

Focus Moving elements to the front of a sentence for emphasis and cohesion

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Understand and produce fronted structures for emphasis and discourse cohesion

• Distinguish between fronting (with inversion) and topicalization (without inversion)

• Use fronted structures appropriately in formal and literary registers

• Analyse how fronting contributes to information structure and flow in a text

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Fronted adverbials

• Gradually, the truth emerged. (manner — no inversion)

• In the corner sat an old man. (place — inversion required)

• Here comes the solution nobody expected.

Fronted objects / complements (topicalization)

• This approach, I strongly recommend.

• The consequences, nobody had anticipated.

• Brilliant, she certainly is.

Fronted negative adverbials (with inversion)

• Never before had the country faced such a crisis.

• Only rarely does this occur.

• Not once did he apologise.

Function in discourse

• Creates contrast: 'The first task was easy. The second, far less so.'

• Maintains topic continuity: the fronted element links back to previous sentence.

• Common in literary, journalistic, and formal spoken registers.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (10 min)
Task: Students compare normal and fronted versions of the same sentences.

• 'Nobody expected the consequences.' vs. 'The consequences, nobody expected.'

• What changes? What is emphasised?

2. Presentation (15 min)



Task: Three types: fronted adverbials, topicalization, fronted negatives (with inversion).

• When does fronting require inversion? Only with negative adverbials and some place/direction adverbials.

• Topicalization: no inversion — the fronted element is the topic, not the focus.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Front the underlined element in each sentence.

• 'An old woman sat in the chair.' → 'In the chair sat an old woman.'

• 'I rarely encounter such dedication.' → 'Rarely do I encounter such dedication.'

4. Writing task (25 min)
Task: Rewrite a flat news paragraph using fronting to improve cohesion and emphasis.

• Then write an original paragraph in which every sentence begins with a fronted element.

• Peer review: does each fronted structure feel motivated?

5. Editing task (5–10 min)
Task: Identify 3 fronted structures in a literary text. What do they achieve?

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Rewrite 6 sentences using fronting and explain what the fronting achieves.

2. Write a short narrative paragraph where 4 out of 5 sentences use fronted structures.

3. Find 5 examples of fronting in literary or journalistic writing. Analyse the information structure.
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