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Lesson Plan: Pronouns in elliptical clauses

Level Advanced (C1–C2)

Time 60–90 minutes

Skills Grammar, writing, speaking

Focus Pronoun case in elliptical constructions — choosing between subject and object form

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Choose the correct pronoun case (subject or object) in elliptical clauses

• Understand why the 'missing' verb determines pronoun case

• Avoid common hypercorrection errors (e.g. 'between you and I')

• Use elliptical clauses fluently and accurately in formal and informal English

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Elliptical clauses — subject pronoun required

• She runs faster than I (do).

• He earns more than she (does).

• Nobody was more surprised than I (was).

Elliptical clauses — object pronoun used informally

• She runs faster than me. (informal, widely accepted)

• He earns more than her.

• Note: formal writing prefers subject pronoun.

Hypercorrection errors to avoid

• Between you and I. (WRONG) → Between you and me.

• It was given to John and I. (WRONG) → to John and me.

• They invited my partner and I. (WRONG) → my partner and me.

Test: remove the other person

• 'They invited John and I.' → 'They invited I.' — clearly wrong.

• 'Between you and me.' → 'Between me.' — correct (after preposition).

• Prepositions always take object pronouns: for, with, between, to, from + me/him/her/us/them

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (10 min)
Task: Students choose I or me in 6 sentences.

• 'He's taller than (I/me).' / 'It's just between you and (I/me).' / 'They asked her and (I/me) to present.'

• Reveal answers — discuss: which did students find hardest?

2. Presentation (15 min)



Task: Elliptical clauses: the missing verb determines the case.

• Rule: if you can add do/did/is/was after the pronoun, use subject form.

• 'She runs faster than I do.' → I is correct.

• Hypercorrection: people use 'I' where 'me' is correct — especially after 'and'.

• After prepositions: always object pronoun — no exceptions.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Choose the correct pronoun and justify the choice.

• 'Nobody understands him better than (I/me).' → I (= than I do)

• 'The award was shared between her and (I/me).' → me (after preposition between)

4. Error analysis (20 min)
Task: Students find and fix pronoun errors in 8 sentences.

• Include both hypercorrection (I used where me is correct) and under-correction (me used where I is formal).

• Discuss: where is the formal/informal line for 'than I' vs. 'than me'?

5. Writing task (10 min)
Task: Write 6 sentences using elliptical clauses with correct pronoun case.

• Include comparisons, prepositional phrases, and compound subjects/objects.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Write 8 sentences using elliptical clauses with correct pronoun case — formal register.

2. Correct 6 hypercorrection errors in a formal email.

3. Find 5 examples of pronoun case in elliptical clauses in formal writing. Are they all correct?
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