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Lesson Plan:
Possession and noun modifiers

LEVEL TIME
High-intermediate/Advanced (B2/C1) 90 minutes
Objective

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
 Distinguish between possessive forms and noun modifiers.
* Use complex noun phrases correctly in context.

* Analyze subtle differences in meaning and emphasis.

* Apply rules to authentic or creative writing tasks.

Materials Needed

 Whiteboard/Markers

Handouts (provided below)
* Projector or screen (optional)

* Real-world texts (e.g., news articles, ads, literature excerpts)

Lesson Outline

1. Warm-Up (10 mins)

Activity: Quick discussion
Write on board:
* John’s car vs. the car of John
 student project vs. student’s project
Ask students:
* Which sounds more natural?
* What's the difference?
* Is one more formal/informal?

Transition into the topic: possessives vs. noun modifiers
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2. Concept Review (15 mins)

Mini-lecture with board notes and examples:

Feature Possessive ('s/of) Noun Modifier

Form John’s book, the roof of the house car engine, teacher training
Emphasis Ownership/relationship Type/purpose

Common with People/animals (but flexible) Things, roles, activities

Plural students’ work students' union (also noun modifier!)

Emphasize gray areas (e.qg., children’s books vs. child development).

3. Guided Practice (20 mins)

Handout Exercise 1: Identify the type
Label each phrase as "Possessive" or "Noun Modifier":
* artist’s studio
e art studio
* teacher’s lounge
* teacher training college
* month’s salary

* salary month

Handout Exercise 2: Rewrite and analyze

Rewrite noun modifiers into possessive structures and vice versa. Discuss tone/register:
* a government policy = the policy of the government
* the house roof - the roof of the house

* a summer vacation ??? (- the vacation of summer sounds awkward - discuss why)

4. Critical Thinking Activity (15 mins)

Group Task: Text Dissection
Provide a short authentic text (e.g., news report or academic paragraph).
Students:

* Highlight all possessive and noun modifier phrases.

* Discuss why the writer chose one structure over another.

* Discuss formality, clarity, conciseness.
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5. Production Task (20 mins)

Option A: Creative Writing

Prompt: Write a short descriptive paragraph (e.g., about a town, an event, or a person) using at
least 5 possessive forms and 5 noun modifiers.

Option B: Real-world Rewriting

Give students product descriptions or headlines (e.g., from Amazon, CNN).
Rewrite using the opposite structure:

"Children’s shoes sale" - "Sale of shoes for children"

"Company’s new CEQO" -» "New CEO of the company"

Discuss how changes affect tone or clarity.

6. Wrap-Up and Reflection (10 mins)

Discussion:
* Which structure feels more natural to you?
* When would you choose one over the other?

* What challenges did you face?

Homework (optional):

Write a brief opinion paragraph using both possessive and noun modifier forms effectively.

Assessment:

 Participation in discussions
* Accuracy in exercises

* Creativity and structure in writing task
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