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Lesson Plan:
Modals in the past

LEVEL

Advanced (C1/C2)

TIME

60-75 minutes

Objective

Students will understand and use past modals (e.g., should have, could have, might have,

must have) to express regrets, possibilities, speculations, and

deductions about past events.

Target Language

• Should have + past participle (regret/advice): I should have studied more.

• Could have + past participle (possibility/ability): She could have won the race.

• Might/May have + past participle (possibility): He might have taken the wrong train.

• Must have + past participle (deduction): They must have forgotten the meeting.

• Can't/Couldn’t have + past participle (impossibility): He can't have said that!

Materials

• Whiteboard/markers or slides

• Printed handouts (gap-fill, role-plays, discussion prompts)

• Optional: video/audio clip for deduction practice

1. Warm-Up (10 min)

Activity: Regret Chain

Ask: "What’s something you should have done yesterday?"

Model: I should have gone to bed earlier. Then students take turns, e.g.,

S1: I should have studied more.

S2: He should have studied more, and I should have called my mom.
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2. Presentation (15 min)

Form & Use

Give examples on the board of the main past modals with brief explanations:

• Should have: past advice/regret

• Could have: possibility or missed opportunity

• Might/May have: uncertain possibility

• Must have: logical deduction

• Can't/Couldn't have: disbelief or logical impossibility

Use timelines to illustrate the meaning.

3. Practice (15 min)

Activity 1: Gap-Fill Sentences

Provide sentences like:

• You __________ (tell) me the truth! I’m so disappointed. (should have told)

• He __________ (take) the wrong train; he’s still not here. (might have taken)

Activity 2: Picture Prompts

Show images of situations (e.g., someone missing a flight, a broken window).

Ask:

• "What might have happened?"

• "What must have caused it?"

4. Production (20 min)

Activity 1: Role-Plays

Give students situation cards. Examples:

• You missed your best friend’s party. Explain why.

• You failed a test. Talk to your teacher about what you should have done.

Use prompts like:

• I might have left my notes at the library.

• I must have misread the schedule.

Activity 2: Mystery Solving

Show students a short video clip (e.g., a silent mystery or detective scene) or tell them a strange

event.

Ask: What might have happened? Who could have done it?
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Encourage creative use of modals.

5. Wrap-Up & Homework (5–10 min)

Discussion:

"What’s something you should or shouldn’t have done last weekend?"

Homework: Write a short paragraph about a past event using at least 4 past modals.
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