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Lesson Plan:
Recognizing irony and
understatement

LEVEL

Advanced (C1/C2)
TIME

60 minutes
TOPIC

Recognizing irony and understatement

Objectives
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to interpret nonliteral remarks from
context and speaker intent. They will also use evidence from the supplied material
and appropriate language to explain a choice or qualify a claim.

Materials
Whiteboard, pens, and paper. Copy or display the supplied model and practice
details; hide partner-only details until checking. All sample data are fictional.

Warm-Up Activity (8 minutes)
Activity: Ask what changes between the two weather remarks besides the words.

Presentation (15 minutes)
Compare literal meaning with situational cues, tone, and relationship. Warn against
assuming every negative remark is ironic.

Language support: irony, understatement, literal, cue; suggests, likely, in context.
Avoid treating all exaggeration or sarcasm as interchangeable.

Worked model / source: Context A: Rain pours during a canceled picnic. Speaker:
Lovely weather. Context B: Mild sunshine during a picnic. Speaker: Lovely weather.
Understatement: After waiting three hours, It was a slight delay.
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Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Activity: Identify literal meaning, likely intended meaning, and contextual clue.
Compare slight delay with a neutral report of three hours.

Suggested answers / teacher notes: A likely ironic criticism; B literal praise; slight
delay understates the wait. Tone and relationship may alter interpretation.

Procedure: Complete the first item together. Partners attempt the remaining items
before seeing the notes. Ask them to explain a correction, then rehearse the
corrected version.

Independent Practice (17 minutes)
Task: Pairs perform A and B, then create a context for Well, that was easy after a
difficult task. Listener explains likely meaning and uncertainty.

Success check: Check contextual evidence and distinction between irony and
understatement. Offer a literal paraphrase before discussing interpersonal effect.

Support and challenge: Offer the target phrase frames during planning. For a
challenge, ask learners to justify a wording choice, consider a different audience, or
identify a limitation without adding unsupported information.

Wrap-Up / Review (5 minutes)
Review: Ask students to explain what an ironic remark conveys beyond its words.

Ask learners to explain their response using the model or practice material. Revisit
one shared difficulty before collecting the final work.

Homework (Optional)
Find or write two short contexts that change a remark's interpretation.

Follow-up: Use the supplied model as a reference. Bring the response back for a
brief partner check against the lesson objective; correct one detail or language
choice before submitting it.


