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Lesson Plan: Emphatic structures with do/does/did

Level Intermediate (B1-B2)

Time 60 minutes

Skills Grammar, speaking, writing

Focus Do/does/did for emphatic assertion and contradiction; inversion for emphasis

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Use do/does/did to add emphasis or contradict a statement

• Understand when emphatic do is natural and appropriate

• Use emphatic do in speech and formal writing

• Distinguish emphatic do from auxiliary do in questions and negatives

TARGET LANGUAGE & EXAMPLES

Emphatic do — strong assertion

• I do understand your concern.

• She does try hard, even if results aren't always there.

• He did warn them — they simply didn't listen.

• I do wish you would reconsider.

Emphatic do — contradiction

• 'You don't care.' — 'I do care — that's exactly the problem.'

• 'He didn't say anything.' — 'He did say something — I heard him.'

• 'You never listen.' — 'I do listen — I just don't always agree.'

In formal writing

• We do acknowledge the difficulties this may cause.

• The committee does recognise the urgency of the situation.

• The results did, in fact, support the initial hypothesis.

Imperatives with do

• Do be careful. / Do let me know.

• Do sit down. (polite insistence)

• Do feel free to ask questions at any time.

Meaning & Nuance

Context Without emphasis With emphatic do

Contradiction I care about this. I do care about this.

Asserting a past fact He warned them. He did warn them.

Formal acknowledgment We recognise the problem. We do recognise the problem.



Polite insistence Sit down. Do sit down.

Conceding then asserting I like it but... I do like it, but...

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up: Spot the difference (10 min)
Task: Read pairs of sentences: with and without emphatic do. What changes?

• 'She likes him.' vs. 'She does like him.' — what does the second imply?

→ Elicits that emphatic do signals contradiction or strong assertion.

2. Presentation (15 min)
Task: Teach three uses: assertion, contradiction, formal writing.

• The stress is crucial in speech: 'I DO care.' — the auxiliary carries the stress.

• Emphatic do cannot be used in negative sentences.

• Do + imperative: polite insistence — common in British English.

3. Contradiction drills (15 min)
Task: Teacher makes false statements about students. Students contradict with emphatic do.

• 'Maria doesn't speak English.' — 'She does speak English — very well!'

→ Fast-paced, slightly combative energy works well here.

4. Formal writing task (20 min)
Task: Write a formal email responding to a complaint, using emphatic do at least twice.

• Scenario: a customer claims you never responded to their query.

• Use: 'We do take all complaints seriously' / 'We did respond on March 15th.'

TEACHER NOTES

• Emphatic do is often absent from syllabuses but is extremely common in authentic English — especially in arguments

and formal correspondence.

• The stress pattern in speech is essential — practise with minimal pairs and recordings if possible.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one or more:

1. Write a formal rebuttal to a criticism using emphatic do/does/did at least 3 times.

2. Write a short dialogue where one person makes false accusations and the other defends themselves using emphatic

do.

3. Find 5 examples of emphatic do in authentic English texts and explain the communicative function of each.
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