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Lesson Plan: Gerund vs. infinitive (change of meaning)

Level Intermediate (B1–B2)

Time 60–75 minutes

Skills Grammar, speaking

Focus Stop, remember, forget, try, regret, go on — meaning changes with gerund/infinitive

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Understand that some verbs change meaning depending on gerund or infinitive

• Use stop, remember, forget, try, regret, and go on correctly with both forms

• Produce sentences that show understanding of the contrast

• Avoid ambiguity by choosing the correct form

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Stop

• stop + gerund = cease: She stopped smoking last year.

• stop + infinitive = pause in order to: He stopped to buy a coffee.

Remember / Forget

• remember + gerund = recall a past action: I remember meeting him.

• remember + infinitive = not forget to do sth: Remember to lock the door.

• forget + gerund = forget a past event: I'll never forget seeing that film.

• forget + infinitive = fail to do sth: She forgot to call me.

Try

• try + gerund = experiment with: Try adding more salt.

• try + infinitive = make an effort: I tried to open the window but it was stuck.

Regret / Go on

• regret + gerund = feel sorry about past: I regret telling him.

• regret + infinitive = formal news: We regret to inform you…

• go on + gerund = continue: She went on talking for an hour.

• go on + infinitive = do next: After school, he went on to become a doctor.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (5 min)
Task: Minimal pairs on the board. Students guess the difference in meaning.

• 'I stopped smoking.' vs. 'I stopped to smoke.' — what's the difference?

2. Presentation (15 min)
Task: Teach each verb pair with a clear context sentence and explanation.



• Visual: timeline or situation picture helps show the contrast.

• Emphasise: the difference is always about timing (past vs. purpose) or manner.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Complete with the correct form and explain the choice.

• 'Did you remember ___ (post) the letter?' vs. 'I remember ___ (meet) her at the conference.'

• 'She stopped ___ (smoke) for health reasons.' vs. 'He stopped ___ (check) his phone.'

4. Communicative practice (20 min)
Task: Students write ambiguous scenarios for their partner to resolve.

• 'Write a sentence pair that shows two different meanings of try.'

• Share and discuss: does the context make the meaning clear?

5. Error analysis (10 min)
Task: Find and correct 5 meaning-changing errors in a paragraph.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Write a short story (100–120 words) using at least 4 of the target verb pairs.

2. Write 3 pairs of sentences for each meaning-changing verb to show contrast.

3. Find 5 examples of these verbs online and decide: is the form gerund or infinitive? Why?
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