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Lesson Plan: Passive voice: advanced forms

Level Intermediate (B1-B2)

Time 60-75 minutes

Skills Grammar, writing

Focus Passive with modals; passive infinitive; passive reporting structures; get-passive

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Form and use passive structures with modal verbs

• Use the passive infinitive (to be done) and perfect infinitive (to have been done)

• Use passive reporting structures: it is said that / he is believed to be

• Use the get-passive for informal and dramatic contexts

TARGET LANGUAGE & EXAMPLES

Passive with modal verbs

• This must be completed by Friday.

• The report should have been submitted yesterday.

• The building could be converted into apartments.

• All visitors are required to sign in.

Passive infinitive

• She expects to be promoted next year.

• He was disappointed to be overlooked for the award.

• The project needs to be finished by Monday.

• It's an honour to be invited.

Passive reporting structures

• It is said that the company is struggling. (pattern 1)

• The company is said to be struggling. (pattern 2 — more concise)

• It is believed that he escaped. / He is believed to have escaped.

• It is reported that / It is thought that / It is known that

Get-passive — informal, often unexpected or dramatic

• She got promoted last month. (informal good news)

• He got fired after the incident. (informal bad news)

• I got stung by a jellyfish. (unpleasant event)

• The car got scratched in the car park.

Meaning & Nuance

Structure Use Example



modal + be + past participle obligation, possibility, advice in
passive

This must be checked immediately.

to be + past participle passive infinitive after verbs like
expect, want, hope

She expects to be offered the job.

It is + reported/said/believed +
that

impersonal reporting (journalism,
formal)

It is reported that inflation has fallen.

Subject + is + said/believed +
to + infinitive

more concise reporting structure Inflation is reported to have fallen.

get + past participle informal passive, often unexpected
events

She got caught in the rain.

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up: Active to passive transformation (10 min)
Task: Quick transformation drill: 10 active sentences → passive.

→ Confirms baseline competence before introducing advanced forms.

2. Presentation (20 min)
Task: Introduce each advanced form with examples.

• Modal passive: modal + be + past participle — modal never changes.

• Passive reporting: both patterns (It is said that / He is said to be) — show they mean the same.

• Get-passive: informal; often implies an unexpected or dramatic event.

3. News reporting task (20 min)
Task: Students rewrite 6 informal news statements using formal passive reporting structures.

• 'People say prices are rising.' → 'It is said that prices are rising.' / 'Prices are said to be rising.'

4. Register contrast writing (15 min)
Task: Write the same event twice: once using get-passive (informal), once using formal passive.

• 'She got sacked.' vs. 'She has been dismissed from her position.'

TEACHER NOTES

• The get-passive is very common in spoken English but rarely taught explicitly — students encounter it constantly in

authentic input.

• Passive reporting structures are a specific IELTS and journalistic writing skill — high value for exam classes.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one or more:

1. Rewrite a paragraph of news using passive reporting structures.

2. Write 5 sentences using passive modal forms about rules in your workplace or school.

3. Write one paragraph using get-passive (informal) and one using formal passive to describe the same situation.
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