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Lesson Plan: Expressing probability 2

Level Intermediate (B1–B2)

Time 60–75 minutes

Skills Grammar, speaking

Focus Deduction and probability in present, past, and future; should, must, can't

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Use might, may, could to express present and future probability

• Use must, can't, might have to make deductions about the past

• Understand degrees of certainty: must > should > might/may/could > can't

• Produce natural-sounding sentences expressing deduction and uncertainty

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Present/future probability

• She might be at home — try calling her.

• It could rain later — take an umbrella.

• They may have already left.

• He should be here by now. (expectation)

High certainty — deduction

• She must be tired — she's worked all day.

• That can't be right — the figures don't add up.

• He must have taken the wrong turning.

Past probability

• She might have missed the train.

• They could have forgotten about the meeting.

• He must have been exhausted.

Degrees of certainty

• 100% — will/won't

• 95% — must/can't

• 50–70% — should/ought to

• 30–50% — might/may/could

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (10 min)
Task: Mysterious situation: describe a photo. Students speculate using modals.

• 'There's mud on his shoes and a map in his hand. He must have been hiking.'



• Elicit a range of modals before teaching.

2. Presentation (15 min)
Task: Certainty scale with modal verbs from 100% to 0%.

• Contrast: present (might be), past (might have been).

• Show how must/can't are not questions — they express logical deduction.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Respond to situations with a modal of probability.

• 'Her light is on at midnight.' → 'She might still be awake.' / 'She must be studying.'

• 'He has no keys, no wallet, and no phone.' → 'He can't have gone far.'

4. Deduction game (20 min)
Task: CSI-style: students examine clues and reach conclusions using modals.

• Who was in the office? Clues: coffee cup, open book, coat left behind.

• Each group presents their theory with modal evidence.

5. Writing task (5–10 min)
Task: Write a short speculative paragraph about an ambiguous situation.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Write 6 deductions about a picture (provided or found online) using must, might, can't.

2. Write a short mystery paragraph where the reader is left uncertain — use modals to create that feeling.

3. Find 5 examples of probability modals in a news article and explain the level of certainty each implies.
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