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Lesson Plan: Verb + preposition collocations

Level Intermediate (B1–B2)

Time 60–75 minutes

Skills Vocabulary, speaking, writing

Focus Agree with, depend on, apply for, result in — essential verb-preposition pairs

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Learn and use 20+ verb + preposition collocations correctly

• Distinguish verb + preposition from phrasal verbs

• Use verb + preposition collocations in writing and spoken English

• Avoid common errors caused by translation from other languages

TARGET LANGUAGE (EXAMPLES)

Key verb + preposition pairs

• agree with

• apply for

• depend on

• result in

• deal with

• belong to

• concentrate on

• consist of

• insist on

• rely on

• argue about/with

• apologise for

• pay for

• suffer from

Less common but important

• contribute to

• cope with

• participate in

• refer to

• specialise in

• succeed in

• translate into

• wait for



Common errors

• discuss about → discuss (no preposition needed)

• explain me → explain to me

• marry with → marry (no preposition)

LESSON PROCEDURE

1. Warm-up (5 min)
Task: Spot the error: 'I agree to you.' / 'She applied to the job.' / 'He insists for going.'

• Identify the correct prepositions.

2. Presentation (10 min)
Task: Present verb + preposition pairs in sentence context.

• Group by preposition: with, on, for, in, of, to.

• Highlight verbs that take no preposition where learners expect one: discuss, approach, marry.

3. Guided practice (10 min)
Task: Fill in the correct preposition.

• 'The delay resulted ___ a loss of revenue.'

• 'She specialises ___ corporate law.'

4. Speaking task (20 min)
Task: Discussion using verb + preposition collocations as prompts.

• 'What do you rely on most in your daily life?'

• 'What causes do you feel strongly about contributing to?'

5. Writing task (5–10 min)
Task: Write 6 sentences about current events using different verb + preposition pairs.

EXTENSION / HOMEWORK

Choose one:

1. Write a short text about a topic you're interested in using 8 verb + preposition collocations.

2. Correct 6 errors in a paragraph where wrong prepositions (or no preposition) are used after verbs.

3. Create a vocabulary record of 10 verb + preposition pairs with example sentences.
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