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Lesson Plan: Understanding double negatives in English

Level: Intermediate (B1/B2)

Time: 45-60 minutes

Topic: Double Negatives - identification and correction

Objective: Students will be able to recognize and correct double negatives in
spoken and written English.

1. Warm-Up (5-10 minutes)

Activity: Quick discussion
Prompt: Ask students, "Have you ever heard someone say, I don’t know
nothing?"

* Elicit responses and write a few examples on the board.
* Ask: "Do they sound right? What do they mean?"

Purpose: Activate prior knowledge and introduce the topic naturally.

2. Explanation & Examples (10 minutes)
Explain:

* A double negative happens when two negative words are used in the same
sentence.

» In standard English, double negatives usually make a sentence incorrect
or confusing.

Examples:

X I don’t want no help. = @ I don’t want any help.
X She didn’t see nobody. = & She didn’t see anybody.



Common negative words: no, not, never, nobody, nothing, nowhere, neither, nor,
barely, hardly, scarcely

3. Guided Practice (10-15 minutes)

Activity: Sentence Correction
Write these incorrect sentences on the board or hand them out in a worksheet:

1. I didn't do nothing.

2. He can’t find no keys.

3. We don't need no help.

4. They haven't never been here.

5. She don’t know nothing.
Task: In pairs or groups, students correct the sentences. Go over them together.
Answers:

1. I didn't do anything.

2. He can’t find any keys.

3. We don't need any help.

4. They haven't ever been here.

5. She doesn’t know anything.

4. Listening or Speaking Activity (10-15 minutes)
Option A - Listening:

* Play a short clip from a movie or song with double negatives (e.g., Ain't
No Sunshine by Bill Withers).

» Have students identify the double negatives and discuss why they are
used (style, dialect, emphasis).

Option B - Speaking:

» Give students conversation prompts that may tempt them to use double
negatives. Examples:

* "Tell me about a time you didn't understand anything in
class."



» "What would you do if you had no money and no food?"

Goal: Practice using correct negative structures while speaking.

5. Independent Practice / Homework (5-10 minutes)
Worksheet or Homework:

* A fill-in-the-blank exercise mixing correct and incorrect sentences.

» Short paragraph correction task: Students rewrite a short paragraph full of
double negatives.

6. Wrap-Up & Review (5 minutes)
Recap:

* Ask: "What is a double negative?"
* Have students give one corrected sentence from earlier.

* Optional: Give a mini quiz (5 quick questions).
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