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Lesson Plan: Understanding & using ellipsis

Level: Advanced (C1+)

Time: 60 minutes

Skill Focus: Grammar, reading, writing, listening, speaking

Objectives:

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

1. Define ellipsis and understand its function in English.

2. Identify different types of ellipsis in spoken and written texts.

3. Use ellipsis appropriately in speech and writing for cohesion and economy
of language.

Materials Needed
• Whiteboard/markers

• Handouts with practice exercises

• A short video clip or dialogue script for listening activity

• Excerpts from articles, dialogues, or stories

• Projector or screen (if needed for video)

Lesson Structure

1. Warm-Up (10 minutes)

Activity: Sentence Completion Race

• Write sentence stems on the board (e.g., "She likes coffee, and he…").



• Students complete them orally or in writing.

• Discuss how the omitted parts are understood.

Goal: Introduce the concept of omitting repeated information.

2. Presentation: What Is Ellipsis? (10 minutes)

Teacher Explains:

• Ellipsis is the omission of one or more words that are understood from the 
context.

 Types:

• Nominal ellipsis: "I’ll have the chicken, and she’ll have the fish." 
(omission of "will have")

• Verbal ellipsis: "He can play the guitar, and she can [play the 
guitar], too."

• Clausal ellipsis: "I’d love to go to the party, but I can’t [go to the 
party]."

Visual Examples: Show each type on the board with color-coded missing 
elements.

3. Guided Practice (15 minutes)

Activity 1: Identification

• Hand out a worksheet with 8–10 sentences or short dialogues.

• Students underline where ellipsis has occurred and reconstruct the full 
sentence.

Activity 2: Matching

• Match ellipsis examples to their full versions.

Pair Work: Compare answers, then class review.

4. Listening Practice (10 minutes)

Activity: Watch a short scene from a movie or sitcom with natural dialogue.



• Students listen for ellipsis and note examples.

• Replay and analyze a few key lines together.

Alternative: Use a printed dialogue if video is unavailable.

5. Production Activity (10 minutes)

Activity: Write and Perform Dialogues

• In pairs, students write a short, natural-sounding dialogue (6–8 lines) that
includes at least 3 examples of ellipsis.

• Perform dialogues to the class.

Focus: Fluency, natural speech, correct ellipsis usage.

6. Wrap-Up & Homework (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions:

• Why is ellipsis common in everyday English?

• How does it help in communication?

Homework:

• Find 5 examples of ellipsis in a magazine article, movie script, or real 
conversation and explain the omitted parts.

Assessment
• Observation during activities

• Dialogue performance

• Accuracy on worksheet

• Quality and explanation in homework
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