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Lesson Plan: Reported speech (advanced)

Level: Advanced

Time: 60–90 minutes

Skill Focus: Grammar, listening, speaking, writing

Topic: Reported speech in real-life contexts (news, interviews, gossip)

Objectives:

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

• Accurately convert direct speech into reported speech using appropriate 
tense changes.

• Identify when backshifting is optional (e.g., with universal truths or 
informal contexts).

• Use reporting verbs beyond "say" and "tell" (e.g., claim, admit, insist, 
deny).

• Apply reported speech in discussions, storytelling, and writing.

Materials Needed:
• Handouts with reported speech rules and verb lists

• Clips from interviews, news reports, or dialogues

• A whiteboard or slides for rules and examples

• Mini role-play or prompt cards



Lesson Procedure:

1. Warm-Up (10 minutes)

 Activity: "What Did They Say?"

• Teacher shares quotes from celebrities/news and asks students to 
paraphrase using reported speech.

• Example:
Direct: Elon Musk: "We are launching another rocket tomorrow."
Reported: Elon Musk said that they were launching another rocket the
next day.

2. Presentation (15 minutes)

• Go over key grammar rules for reported speech:

• Tense backshift: present  past, will  would, etc.→ →

• Pronoun and time/place changes.

• Exceptions (e.g., when reporting a general truth).

• Introduce advanced reporting verbs and patterns:

• e.g., "He admitted to stealing the files," "She insisted that he 

come."

3. Controlled Practice (15 minutes)

• Worksheet converting direct to reported speech:

• Focus on accuracy with varied verb tenses and reporting verbs.

• Add a short section requiring students to match reporting verbs with 
their patterns (e.g., deny + -ing, promise + to-infinitive).

4. Listening Activity (15 minutes)

• Watch or listen to a short clip (e.g., a news interview or press 
conference).



• Students take notes on what was said and rewrite the statements in 
reported speech.

• Example prompt: "Report what the politician said in your own 
words."

5. Speaking Activity (15–20 minutes)

• Role-play: "Gossip Circle" or "Press Conference"

• Students in small groups take turns being the speaker and reporter.

• The "speaker" shares information; others later report it to the class 
using reported speech.

• Focus on accurate reporting and appropriate verb use.

6. Wrap-Up and Homework (5 minutes)

• Recap major points: tense shifts, reporting verbs, exceptions.

• Homework Options:

• Write a news article reporting on a fictional event using at least 5 
reporting verbs.

• Rewrite a page of dialogue from a book/movie into reported speech.

Assessment:
• Ongoing observation during speaking and writing tasks.

• Evaluate written work for grammatical accuracy and variety of reporting 
structures.
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